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So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD). Pursuant to clause 8 of 
rule XX, the unfinished business is the 
question on agreeing to the Speaker’s 
approval of the Journal, which the 
Chair will put de novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962, 
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 962, the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I urge the 
Speaker to immediately schedule this 
important bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is not recognized for debate. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE JUDICIARY TO INITIATE OR 
INTERVENE IN JUDICIAL PRO-
CEEDINGS TO ENFORCE CERTAIN 
SUBPOENAS 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 431, I call up 
the resolution (H. Res. 430) authorizing 
the Committee on the Judiciary to ini-
tiate or intervene in judicial pro-
ceedings to enforce certain subpoenas 
and for other purposes, and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 431, the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Rules, printed in the resolu-
tion, is adopted, and the resolution, as 
amended, is considered read. 

The text of the resolution, as amend-
ed, is as follows: 

H. RES. 430 
That the chair of the Committee on the Judici-

ary of the House of Representatives is author-

ized, on behalf of such Committee, to initiate or 
intervene in any judicial proceeding before a 
Federal court— 

(1) to seek declaratory judgments and any and 
all ancillary relief, including injunctive relief, 
affirming the duty of— 

(A) William P. Barr, Attorney General, to 
comply with the subpoena that is the subject of 
the resolution accompanying House Report 116- 
105; and 

(B) Donald F. McGahn, II, former White 
House Counsel, to comply with the subpoena 
issued to him on April 22, 2019; and 

(2) to petition for disclosure of information re-
garding any matters identified in or relating to 
the subpoenas referred to in paragraph (1) or 
any accompanying report, pursuant to Federal 
Rule of Criminal Procedure 6(e), including Rule 
6(e)(3)(E) (providing that the court may author-
ize disclosure of a grand-jury matter ‘‘prelimi-
narily to... a judicial proceeding’’). 

Resolved, That the chair of each standing and 
permanent select committee, when authorized by 
the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group, retains 
the ability to initiate or intervene in any judi-
cial proceeding before a Federal court on behalf 
of such committee, to seek declaratory judg-
ments and any and all ancillary relief, includ-
ing injunctive relief, affirming the duty of the 
recipient of any subpoena duly issued by that 
committee to comply with that subpoena. Con-
sistent with the Congressional Record statement 
on January 3, 2019, by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Rules regarding the civil enforcement 
of subpoenas pursuant to clause 8(b) of rule II, 
a vote of the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group 
to authorize litigation and to articulate the in-
stitutional position of the House in that litiga-
tion is the equivalent of a vote of the full House 
of Representatives. 

Resolved, That in connection with any judi-
cial proceeding brought under the first or sec-
ond resolving clauses, the chair of any standing 
or permanent select committee exercising au-
thority thereunder has any and all necessary 
authority under Article I of the Constitution. 

Resolved, That the chair of any standing or 
permanent select committee exercising authority 
described in the first or second resolving clause 
shall notify the House of Representatives, with 
respect to the commencement of any judicial 
proceeding thereunder. 

Resolved, That the Office of General Counsel 
of the House of Representatives shall, with the 
authorization of the Speaker, represent any 
standing or permanent select committee in any 
judicial proceeding initiated or intervened in 
pursuant to the authority described in the first 
or second resolving clause. 

Resolved, That the Office of General Counsel 
of the House of Representatives is authorized to 
retain private counsel, either for pay or pro 
bono, to assist in the representation of any 
standing or permanent select committee in any 
judicial proceeding initiated or intervened in 
pursuant to the authority described in the first 
or second resolving clause. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution, as amended, shall be debatable 
for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Rules. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN) and the gentlewoman 
from Arizona (Mrs. LESKO) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H. Res. 430. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this is a dark time. This 

Congress is being tested—in this case, 
not by a foreign adversary but by our 
own President, a President who is un-
dertaking a relentless campaign of ob-
struction and stonewalling. 

We have never seen anything like 
this. Never before, Mr. Speaker, has a 
President from either party so fla-
grantly ignored Congress’ constitu-
tional oversight authority and our Na-
tion’s separation of powers. 

You don’t have to take my word for 
it. President Trump has declared, ‘‘We 
are fighting all the subpoenas,’’ and, ‘‘I 
don’t want people testifying.’’ These 
words make Richard Nixon look like an 
Eagle Scout. 

His Attorney General, William Barr, 
is apparently more than willing to fol-
low the President’s command. He has 
refused to release the full, unredacted 
Mueller report and any underlying evi-
dence until a compromise was finally 
reached yesterday. That is after the 
Judiciary Committee had already 
voted to hold him in contempt of Con-
gress. Apparently, the Attorney Gen-
eral went from being America’s lawyer 
to being the defense counsel for the 
President of the United States. 

I hope the Justice Department acts 
in good faith on this new agreement. 
These are documents that Congress 
needs to see in response to Special 
Counsel Mueller’s findings. But if they 
do not, and if the Attorney General 
holds back key information, then all 
options need to be on the table, includ-
ing enforcing these subpoenas. That is 
in addition to the fact that some docu-
ments and testimony we deserve to ob-
tain could very well fall outside the 
bounds of this agreement. 

The Mueller report is just the tip of 
the iceberg. The President is using 
every trick in the book, including false 
claims of executive privilege, absolute 
immunity, and lack of legitimate legis-
lative purpose, all to obstruct legiti-
mate inquiries into matters that im-
pact Americans’ daily lives. This in-
cludes the President’s attack on afford-
able healthcare coverage for millions 
of Americans, including those with pre-
existing conditions; his family separa-
tion policy that has torn apart vulner-
able immigrant families; his misappro-
priation of military funds for his offen-
sive border wall; and his decision to 
roll back landmark civil rights protec-
tions. 

This is exactly the sort of con-
centrated power in the hands of the few 
that the Founders intentionally pre-
vented through the creation of the 
three separate but coequal branches of 
government, each branch with unique 
powers and responsibilities and each 
branch expected to act as a check on 
the power of the others. 

But the President is trying to take 
this balance of power and centralize it 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:15 Jun 12, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11JN7.005 H11JNPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T13:15:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




